
City of Hartford 
19 West Main Street 
Hartford MI 49057 
269-621-2477 
269-621-2054 fax 
cityclerk@hartfordmi.com 
www.cityofhartfordmi.org 

 
Well the Summer is upon us, I hope that everyone is enjoying the warm weather, just re-
member it usually does not stay long. 
 
I would like to address an issue that has been placed on us by the new smoking ban in 
Michigan. We have a Loitering Ordinance that prohibits anyone to hinder the access of anyone in front of our 
businesses, it appears that patrons of the local taverns are using these areas to smoke. I would like to say that 
we corrected this problem years back and hope that everyone will cooperate as we ask that you use the rear of 
the taverns, or the new park area adjacent to the South City Parking lot. If you would like a copy of the ordi-
nance feel free to stop into City Hall or the Police department 
 
Another problem that we have seen is burning within the city limits of brush and debris. We have a burning 
ordinance that prohibits any burning of such materials year round. If you would like to have a small campfire 
this is permitted however there are size limits and it must be manned at all times. A campfire is small pieces of 

wood, not leaves or other brush. 
 

I wish everyone a nice summer, and please if you see anything suspicious in nature please call 
when you see it, when you call us hours or days later there is very little that we can do about it. 
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Did you Know? 
 

The City flushes water 
through the fire hydrants 
every quarter to clean the 

distribution pipes to ensure 
that these pipes are clean.   
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Election News—August 3 is the State Pri-
mary  Election.   July 6 is the last day to 
register if you wish to vote at the August 
primary.  Some issues on the ballot:  Dis-
trict 4 County Commissioner Seat; County 
public safety, ambulance millage renewals; 
and Senior Services millage request;   
· Do you like helping  people?  Want to 

be a part of the election process?  Con-
sider applying to work as an election 
inspector, applications are available at 
City Hall. Training to be an election 
inspector will begin after July 1, 2010.   

· City Commission Seats filing deadline is 
August 3 by 4:00pm nominating peti-
tions are required with a minimum of 20 
valid registered City voters signatures, 
there will be three City Commission 
seats open for election in November.     

 
Census 2010 News— Your Participation 
in the 2010 Census Matters;  

Now thru July 2010—Census takers will visit 
households that did not return a questionnaire 
by mail. State & Local funding are affected by  
the count.  Do your part, answer the questions.     

Water News— Sign up to view and/or pay 
your utility bill on-line through our website at 
www.cityofhartfordmi.org   
1.  Click on PAY UTILITY BILL HERE   
2.  Click on Utility Billing 
3.  Click on Create an Account 
4.  Enter your Name and E-mail address 
5. Your password will be e-mailed to you.   

You will also need your what you last 
payment amount was and your account 
number (0000-000000-0000-00) for the 
first log—on.   

You will then be able to manager your ac-
count, view your payment and usage history, 
and pay your bill by credit card on-line.  If 
you need assistance with the process please 
call City Hall.   
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS —Dan Staunton, Superintendent 
 621-3022               EMERGENCY ………………….269-208-5238 

�  WATER SHUT OFF—if your water 
is shut off for non-payment & you 
want your water turned back on the 
same day you must make your pay-
ment before 4:00 P.M. any payments 
made after 4:00 P.M. water will be 
turned on the next business day.  $100 
will be charged if you want your water 
turned on after business hours.  

�  HOUSE NUMBERS—Are your 
house number’s visible to emer-
gency and city services personnel?�

�  STREET LIGHT 
OUT—if you notice a 
street light out please report 

the pole number & location to AEP 800-
311-6424 or  City Hall 621-2477 

�  LAWN METERS— available for sale at 
City Hall for $60.00.  If you do a lot of out-
side watering you can receive a credit off 
the sewer portion of your utility bill.  Read-
ings must be given to clerk’s office.�
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City of Hartford * 19 West Main Street * 269-621-2477   

Monday –Thursday 8:00am—5:00pm; Friday 8:00am-4:00pm   
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Avoid Late Fees—When 
the office is closed you can 
put your utility or tax bill  
in the drop box on the 
EAST side of City Hall. 
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 It may not feel like it just yet, but summer months 
are just around the corner. We have graduation ceremonies 
coming up, school year is coming to an end & the students 
are itching for the long awaited summer break. Congratu-
lations to all of our high school seniors for their achieve-
ments & we wish every one of them the very best in their 
future endeavors. My excitement this summer comes from 
the opportunity to attract two new businesses into the City. 
27 West Main St has a new owner, and for the last couple 
of months they have been working very hard to renovate 
& turn it once again into a fine dining place in town. The 
building is being completely rebuilt for more space and 
attraction. I am anxiously looking forward to having an-
other place of eatery in our downtown. Seven West Main 
St also has a new owner, it is on its way to be converted 
into a Coffee & Sandwich Shop. I want to commend these 
two owners on investing in our community in spite of the 
tough current economic times. With these new businesses, 
it is time to work together to complement them by making 
some needed improvements to downtown that will attract 
more people & support all of our businesses. This year’s 
summer fun is not going to be different from the past. As 
always there will be all sorts of summer activities for eve-
ryone to enjoy both young and old. It is our intent to make 
this summer very safe for everyone. The Concerts in the 
Park Series will kick off on Thursday, June 3, this year. 
The series is promising another extravaganza of perform-
ers every Thursday evening for the next thirteen weeks.  
The Chamber of Commerce will also be presenting the 
annual Strawberry Festival June 11 &  12 with the usual 
parade and other fun filled activities for the weekend. 
 As the new fiscal year starts on July I, we are 
mindful of the fiscal challenges ahead of us, the economic 
challenge facing our State & our ability to do more with 
less. But we continue to try harder to provide the best 
quality service for you the residents and we are committed 
more than ever to make this community a great place to 
live, work and play.    Wishing all of you a safe & fun 
summer. 
 SUMMER CONSTRUCTION PROJECT  
The City will be undertaking one big water project this 
summer which will affect our usual traffic pattern, thus we 
want to ask for your cooperation. The water line along 
South St from Mary St to South Center St and along Oak 
St from South Center St to Wendell Avenue will be re-
placed this summer. This is part of the City’s five year 
water improvement project to replace the current four inch 
line with a larger eight inch line to improve water pres-
sure, flow distribution and fire suppressant in those areas. 
A small storm sewer will also be replaced. Consumers 
Energy has already started replacing gas lines along the 
route.  This project should be complete in 5 –6  weeks. I 
want to thank you for your cooperation. I hope you will be 
careful driving through the construction zones and be pa-
tient until the job is completed.   
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—SUMMER REMINDERS— 
 
OVERGROWN LAWNS— Please mow your lawn at least 
once a week. 
UNREGISTERED & UNINSPECTED RENTAL 
PROPERTIES—Register your rental property and make 
an appointment for inspection. The inspection allows you to 
obtain an occupancy permit for your property or gives you 
the opportunity to fix what makes your property deficient 
of code. 
NO VISIBLE HOUSE NUMBER— Be sure your address 
is visible from the street. This could be essential to finding 
your home in a time of emergency. The life that you save 
could be yours or a loved one. 
INOPERABLE/JUNK VEHICLES ON PROPERTY—
Please make sure all vehicles stored are currently licensed 
and operational. This can easily give the impression of a 
property not well maintained. 
LEAVING  TRASH CONTAINER ON TREE 
LAWN— When you leave your trash barrel outside at all 
times full of trash, all you are doing is inviting rodents and 
other animals to your property. Please only put your trash 
out just before your pickup day. When you do this you also 
help to prevent blight in your area. 
UNWANTED VISUAL OBSTUCTION— Growth near 
corners cannot obstruct the view of drivers. Please trim 
your yard to ensure that pedestrian and drivers may safely 
cross the streets without getting into an accident. 
OVERSIZE BRUSH LIMBS AND BRANCHES— The 
City picks up brush and leaves at different times. Please 
make sure you separate the leaves from the brush. The 
brush must not exceed 4” in diameter. If you cut down a 
tree, it is your responsibility to get rid of the brush. Do not 
pile your brush against the fence, poles or trees. We try to 
help, but please help us in the process. 
CONSTRUCTION WITHOUT BUILDING PERMIT—
There are many people doing repair work on homes without 
taking a building permit. This is a violation of the city’s 
ordinance. The city requires you to obtain a building permit 
when necessary before construction. If you are in doubt 
about taking a building permit or not, please contact the 
city hall at 621-2477. You will avoid being cited for this 
violation. 
LITTERING IN THE PARK AND DOWNTOWN 
AREA—The City has placed several trash bins in the park 
and along the street in the downtown area for everyone to 
dispose of litter; the new flower boxes in the downtown are 
not ashtrays. Please help us keep the city clean and attrac-
tive, put your litter in the trash bins that has been provided 
for that purpose. This will be greatly appreciated. 
 

 The 2010 summer taxes will be issued on July 1, 
2010 and are due by September 30, 2010.  The summer bill 
will reflect the new fire equipment millage and is not affected 
by the principal resident exemption.  All of the 2010 summer 
tax information will be available at our website 
www.cityofhartfordmi.org by the end of June.  Please remem-
ber that principal resident property taxpayers may defer their 
summer taxes, without penalty or interest, until February 28, 
2011, if household income for the preceding calendar year did 
not exceed $40,000 and meet the qualifying guidelines; you 
must  file the form before September 30.  This form is avail-
able at City Hall or on our website under the Treasurer’s 
page. Partial Payments are accepted until 2/28/2011.   

City Officials  
Mayor……………………..……….…..Ted Johnson 
Mayor pro-tem…………………………….Rick Hall 
Commissioner…………………...…Rodney Austin 
Commissioner…………………...…..Frank Dockter 
Commissioner………………...………..John Pleyer 
Commissioner…………………...………..Leo Latus 
Commissioner…………………….……..John Miller 
Assessor………Diana McGrew………….445-2921 
Ordinance Enforcement Officer…….Mike Hubbard 
Building Inspector………Chuck Moore....427-8328 
Electrical Inspector……David Pabis.269-521-7590 
Mechanical Inspector...Walt Devisser…..427-7543 
Plumbing Inspector…Phyllis Centers…...427-7890 

Van Buren County 2010 Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection 

June 19 Hazen St, Paw Paw 
September 18, South Haven DPW Bldg 
For appointment contact Beth Clawson,  

MSU Extension 269-657-8213 
Some Items Accepted: 

Oil based paints; Solvents; Automotive chemi-
cals; Lawn & Garden Chemicals; Cleaning 

Chemicals; Hobby Chemicals 
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!!! I MPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS !!!  
Police: 

EMERGENCY………………………………...9.1.1 
NON--EMERGENCY…………...…….……621-3225 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT…………...888-833-8114 
FIRE:  

EMERGENCY………………………………...9.1.1 
NON-EMERGENCY……………………..….621-4707 

MISCELLANOUS  
ANIMAL CONTROL…………………....…..621-4624 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE…………….…....657-8200 
LOAN CLOSET…………………………….621-4266 
PUBLIC LIBRARY……………..…………..621-3408 
POST OFFICE…………..…………………...621-3701 
VAN BUREN COUNTY……………...……..657-8200 
HEALTH DEPARMTENT………………….621-3143 
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Thursday Evening 7:00 P.M. 
Ely Park, Hartford  

 
June 10—Southwestern Michigan College Brass Band 
June 17—The Skeletones – R & B, Soul, & Motown   
June 24—The Kelly Jay Band – Blues and Jazz 
July 1—Community Picnic—Small Town Son Country 
Band  
July 8—Michiana Lighthouse Barbershop Chorus 
July 15—Bob’s Garage Band -  Acoustical 
July 29—The Bob & Frank duo - Variety 
August 5—The Deep Fried Pickle Project - County                
August 12—Celtic Roots – Celtic & Renaissance  
August 19—Los Bandits de Michigan – Tex Mex Band  
August 26—The Strudel Meisters German Band 

 
Rain Location:   American Legion Hall,  

66297 Red Arrow Highway  
Handicapped Accessible Portable Restroom Available @ Ely 
Park 

· Summer Programs Planned at the Hartford 
Public Library beginning June 16.  

· Book sale: June 12 10:00am—2:00pm 
· 5th Annual Garden Tour June 26—27  

www.hartford-library.org 

Sunday Farmer’s Market In Ely Park 
 
On Sunday afternoons from 1:00 to 4:00 pm there will be a 
Farmer’s Market in Downtown Hartford’s Shady Ely Park.    
The Farmer’s Market will start Sunday June 13, the Sunday 
after the Strawberry Festival and continue each Sunday until 
September 26th 2010.  Local vendors are needed for produce, 
plants, flowers, arts and crafts.  Community tables for local 
non-profit organizations will be allowed with no fee to the 
organizations or vendors.  No rummage sales allowed. 
For more information on the Farmer’s Market, please call 
Hartford City Hall at 621-2477,  
e-mail citytreasurer@hartfordmi.com   
jenks7@acd.net  
or call Jamie at 621-2399. 


