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pay bill here. It is free to 0
view your account informay

tion, if you would like to
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Hello again, as we enter the Winter months as always you should be prepared when
S traveling. As | have said in past issues make sure that you always prepaxehicle for
the winter months, this should include, blankets, flashlight, small supply of food/snacks,
4 and if possible a cell phone. If you break down call 911 as soon as possible and request as-
$ sistance, try to stay in your vehicle, and make sure that your emergestmyrdlare acti-
zvated. Never stand outside of you vehicle in the path of other traffic as they mayafi¢ be stop when the
S approach.
< Next | will address something that should be of common sense. As we start sidmareg snow yo
should shovel your sidewalk. This will help the mail delivery as well as our stutlahtsalk to and from
& school. Let's try to keep everyone safe and not make them walk on the stregt(s)adve an elderly
neighbor make an effort to check on them, as they do not get out as much during the WintieenimeVith
< keeping their walk shoveled and ask if they need anything such as, groceri¢syetdl work together we
$ can make this a festive holiday season.
Lastly, with the holidays will also come festivities. If you are consgrainohol
please do not drive. Always designate a driver and arrive to your destirefebn Re-
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lege. Let’s be safe and assure that we are all here for the warmthrag. Spri
Until next time, as always, be safe and please stop in or call with any questiods

concerns. Wishing you a Happy, Healthy and Safe Holiday Season. 2
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Election News—Results of the Novem- Election News—Fhis will be a busy elec

ber Election: Your representatives for tion year starting with the presidential py

4 4 445/

the next two years will be Commis- mary on February 28, 2012. Absentee
sioner’s Rick Hall, Leo Latus, who weri voter ballots will be available by
re-elected and welcome Dennis Goss 1/14/2012; the last day to register to vo
who will be serving his first term. Than in this election will be 1/30/2012; Keep
you to Commissioner Terry Tibbs for mind you will need to declare a party ar
serving your community. Ted Johnsor will have to vote a straight democratic G
was re-elected as your Mayor. Three republican ballot at this election.
Commissioner Seats are voted on eve The Director of the Census has
November for a two year term, if you determined that Hartford is subject to th
would like to serve your community  bilingual election requirements of the V
consider running as a commissioner in ing Rights Act with respect to persons ¢
the next November election, or reques Hispanic heritage. Current Census dat
information to serve on a committee or shows there are a significant number of
other board, there are lots of ways to voting age citizens with limited—Englis
make a difference in your community. proficiency, this means that the City is
Water News— Did you bring in your lawn now required to provide all election re-
meter? Protect it from freezing! lated materials in English and Spanish.
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Avoid Late Fees—When
the office is closed you c4
put your utility or tax bill
in thedrop box on the
EAST side of City Hall.

e

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS —Dan Staunton, Superintendent
621-3022 EMERGENCY .........cccvvvvnnnee. 269-208-5238

member a DUI could cost you several thousand dollars and the loss of your driving #yivi-

WATER SHUT OFF—if your water

is shut off for non-payment & you
want your water turned back on the
same day you must make your pay-
ment before 4:00 P.M. any payments-
made after 4:00 P.M. water will be
turned on the next business day. $1.
will be charged if you want your wate
turned on after business hours.

HOUSE NUMBERS—Are your If you plow your driveway or have someo
house number’s visible to emer- g% plow for you do not pile snow on the side

pole number & location to AEP 800-311-
6424 or City Hall 621-2477

SNOW REMOVAL REMINDERS —

Do not push snow from your driveway an
sidewalks into the roadway.

It is the home owners responsibility to re-
move snow from the sidewalk in front of
your home.

gency and city services person- walk.
nel? - Please keep trash cans at |30 feet

STREET LIGHT OUT —if you no- off the edge of the road during snow re-
tice a street light out please reportth ~ moval season, away from the snowplow.
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Michigan has always been unique because of its
changing seasons. Who would have thought that we can
still enjoy sunny weather right in the middle of November?
The summer went by very quickly, fall season seemed to
have snuck up on us and now we are already talking
about holidays and the festivities that go with it. We want
to take this time to congratulate our football team for an-
other fine season, they continue to make us proud, and we
wish them even better success next year. With all the fun
and excitement, time is flying faster than ever; we are just
getting over Halloween and what do you know? Here
comes Thanksgiving celebration, and Christmas is right
around the corner. In short, another busy year has just
passed by, and | want to thank every one of you for your
patience during the Well replacement project and the loop-
ing of water mains around Austin, Bennett and Hopkins
Streets. This project has allowed us to improve the water
quality, fire suppressant, the road condition and replace
several broken side walks, install some new ones and put
the City in compliance with the American with Disabilities
Act.

Our efforts will be concentrated on improving the
downtown area by working hard to improve building ap-
pearance one building at a time, upgrade our infrastruc-
ture system, attract new businesses into the community
and make the downtown a commercial attraction viable to
residents and visitors alike. This | hope will increase traffic
in the Downtown with visitors having the opportunity to
shop and have multiple choices.

2011 has been another productive year for the
City of Hartford, help us make the coming year even better
and more successful than this one.

I WANT TO TAKE THIS MOMENT TO EXTEND A
HEARTY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW
YEAR TO EVERYONE. MAY THE COMING YEAR
BRING YOU JOY, GOOD HEALTH AND PROSPERITY.

WINTER TIDBITS TO REMEMBER!

WINTER FESTIVAL! The 10th annual winter festival will
take place on December 10, 2011 with the lighted parade
starting at 6:00p.m.the LIONS CLUB have been working
hard to organize this event this year. They have also hired

professional decorators to put up the Christmas decorations in the
Park, making it even more attractive and inviting. There will be all
kinds of festivities starting at 4:30p.m., taking place in the park for
both children and adults alike. | hope everyone will come out and
enjoy the parade and the festivities that go with it. If you think you
have a few moments to spare, they can always use some help in
organizing this festival, so please contact Kim or Judy Sinclair at
621-4870 and help make this year’s parade a very successful one. |
know they will appreciate all of the support and help they can get. A
special thanks to the Lions Club for all their hard work to bring the
Christmas spirit into our community.

SNOW PLOWING: As winter approaches, let us be extra careful on
the streets. Obey the parking requirements along the snow routes.
No overnight parking is allowed along the routes to prevent any ob-
struction to the snowplows. When you plow your drive way, it is im-
portant that you do not plow your snow into the street. This is a viola-
tion of the City ordinance and violators will be prosecuted accord-

ingly.

SIDEWALK PLOWING: It is your responsibility to remove snow on
the sidewalk in front of your house or business. Let's work together
to keep the streets safe for our children walking to school everyday.
We are all concerned about their safety.

FIRE SAFETY: Is there a fire hydrant near your home or business?
If so, you can help maintain the safety of your family and neighbors if
you clear snow from around the hydrant. When the city receives a
heavy snow fall, it is important that the hydrant remains clear and
accessible for use in case of emergency. If you notice a hydrant cov-
ered with snow, and you are unable to clear the snow around it,
please call 621-3022 to report the condition. This is another simple
way you can lend a helping hand and prevent a tragedy from hap-
pening.

HOLIDAY REMINDERS FROM THE
HARTFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT

x : ,12’

Water your live Christmas Trees to keep it fresh longel
Check Smoke Detectors Batteries, test to ensure they
work, buy a fire extinguisher & learn how to use it.
Don’t overload electrical circuits with your holiday light
never use frayed cords or run through a doorway.
Thank you for renewing the two year equipment replaqg-
ment millage in support of your Community Fire Deparf
ment.

Have a have a Safe and Merry Christmas!
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The winter 2011 taxes bills will be issued Decenthe JI
2011. If you do not have your tax bill by Decemi#r, please giv
me a call, and | will mail you a copy. The WinR&11 taxes are
due by Feb. 28, 2012. If you have deferred youiraar taxes, the
also will be due Feb. 28, 2012. You may also dgber winter
2011 taxes until April 30, 2012 if you meet theurgments, and
are due a Property Tax Credit from the State ofidian. If you
need more information about deferring your winteets, and the
requirements for this deferment, please give mallaat City Hall
(621-2477)

The Inflation Rate Multiplier for the 2012 taxeashbeen
set by the State of Michigan to 2.7%. This me&as your taxable
value may increase by 2.7% for the 2012 tax yeéour assess-
ment notice that will be mailed in March will relethis increase in
taxable value. But we still have decreases in\&.&hich could
affect your 2012 valuation. More information Wik in the March
newsletter. Or call City Hall for your 2012 eséited tax values.

The Senior Services of Van Buren County continueot
meet on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays at the Hadfd United
Methodist Church at 425 E. Main Street at noon. Ilfyou have any
suggestions, or comments, contact Linda @ 621-2471ots of fun
times, programs, and Christmas activities are planed!! Senior
Services is collecting Personal Care items & Christas Dinner
Basket items for Seniors (age 60 and over). If yavould like a
list of the items needed it is available at City H&h Donations can
be dropped off at City Hall. If you know a seniorthat would
need a Dinner or Personal Care Basket, please giwee a call here
at City Hall. You may also contact Senior Servicesf Van Buren
County toll free at (866) 627-8904 or (888) 899-88 Have a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK

Come to Ely Park to kick off the Holiday Season!!!
December 10, 2011

Chili Cook-off starts at 5:00pm
Awards Presentation at 5:30pm
Lighted Parade at 6:00pm
After the Parade:

Tree Lighting
Free Pictures with Santa
Christmas Caroling

and
Chamber of Commerce
Holiday Extravaganza Drawing

Sponsored by: Hartford Lions Club

City Officials

MaYOr ... e e Ted Johnson
Mayor pro-tem.........ccoeevveiiiiiieina . Rick Hall

CommMISSIONEr......ccovviie e Rodney Austin

COMMISSIONEr ..., Frank Dockter
COMMISSIONET.....oivi i Dennis Goss
COMMISSIONEl ..ot Leo Latus
COMMISSIONET ... e eie s John Miller
ASSEessor......... Diana McGrew............. 445-2921
Ordinance Enforcement Officer........ Jim Coleman
Building Inspector......... Chuck Moore....427-8328
Electrical Inspector...... David Pabis.269-521-7590
Mechanical Inspector...Walt Devisser.....427-7543
Plumbing Inspector...Phyllis Centers......427-7890

11 MPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS !l

Police:

EMERGENCY ..o 9.1.1
NON--EMERGENCY .......cooiiiiiiiienn, 621-3225
SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT............... 888-833-8114

FIRE:
EMERGENCY ... 9.1.1
NON-EMERGENCY......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 621-4707
MISCELLANOQUS

ANIMAL CONTROL.....c.coiiiiiiie e, 621-4624
COUNTY COURTHOUSE..........co i 657-8200
LOAN CLOSET....c.ooiiiiiiiii e 621-4266

PUBLIC LIBRARY ......ci i, 621-3408
POST OFFICE.......c i, 621-3701
VAN BUREN COUNTY ..ot 657-8200
HEALTH DEPARMTENT ......ccccvvivine. 621-3143

S

Community Bulletin Board
Check the Hartford Public Libraries web
site for the many Holiday hours and activi-
ties . www.hartfordpl.michlibrary.org/
hartford-michigan
Winter Wear, Please call 269-621-2546 if
you know of someone who might need
warm winter outerwear or you would like to
make a donation.
The Video Franchise Complaint Line has
changed to 800-292-9555
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Wishing our Community a Merry Christmas,
And a Happy and Healthy New Year !!!
From the City of Hartford Staff

¥

TR
TR

)

www.cityofhartfordmi.org * |



