
HARTFORD’S 2010 CONCERTS IN THE PARK SERIES 
 
Free Concert in Ely Park in Hartford, Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.   The schedule for 
concerts in the Park can also be found at www.cityofhartfordmi.org  and www.wwmt.com 
(event calendar)  
 
The concert season will open on June 3rd with Carl Payne.  From ancient Celtic to Van 
Morrison, and from Folk music to Dire Strai ts,  Carl 's  var iety of  styles 
always keeps the audience's at tent ion.   In th is unique new show you 
wi l l  hear Carl  p lay as many as f ive inst ruments at  once, many bui l t  by 
Carl  h imsel f. Mike Murphy, Executive Director of the Box Factory for the Arts says, 
“Of the many hundreds of performers we have had at our Box Factory for the Arts 
Saturday night concerts Carl is the best. Carl's one man show is incredible and has the 
audience on the edge of their seats".  http://www.carlpayne.com/ 

The Thursday before the Strawberry Festival, June 10th, The 
Southwestern Michigan College Brass Band will return to entertain.   
The band was founded in January of 1992 by its current director, Dr. 
Jonathan Korzun, Director of Bands at SMC.  It is composed of area band 
directors, community members and SMC students.  It is a British-style 
ensemble, modeled after the brass bands popular throughout Europe.  The 

Brass Band gives regular performances both on and off-campus, including concerts at the John 
E.N. Howard Band Shell in St. Joseph, and the Niles Riverfront Amphitheater, we are thrilled to 
welcome back this great brass band to Hartford. 

 On Thursday, June 17th, we welcome a new group to our Concerts, The Skeletones.  The 
Skeletones perform R & B, Soul, and Motown music.  The Skeletones began playing blues and R 
& B back in the late 1980’s and they have been a regular on the 
Michigan live music scene ever since.  The Skeletones perform with 
a style and purpose that makes them a group to watch.  The nucleus 
of the group, drummer Timson Taliaferro, along with rhythm 
guitarist Bobby Wilson and bass guitarist Melvin English provide a 
total of 80 years of experience in the perfection of their individual 
talents, with individual involvement in performances with 
Willie Woods of Jr. Walker and the All-Stars band, Rare Earth, 
Lilla’Ed and the Imperials, the Coasters, The Platters, and Gospel groups like the Gospel Lites of 
Chicago. www.the-skeletones.com 

 

On June 24th, The Kelly Jay Band will return to the 
Hartford Concert in the Park Series. The Kelly Jay Band is 
a five-piece combo consisting of guitar, drums, acoustic 
bassist, trumpet, sax, and vocals.  The sound is a blend of 
uptown jump blues and hard swingin’ versions of 
American standards.  At this performance you may hear 

boogie woogie barn-burners, toe-tapping’ swing tunes, sultry ballads, slinky Latin numbers, low-
down blues and finger-snappin’ fifties rock-n-roll grooves.  The Kelly Jay Band combines high-
spirited entertainment with impeccable musicianship for a lively sophisticated performance. 
http://www.secundine.com/bluesjazz/the-kelly-jay-band  



Hartford’s Community Picnic will be July 1st, and we 
will welcome the Small Town Son Country Band to 
Hartford.  STS makes country music by mixing the 
backbeat of Waylon, the fiddle of Charlie, the twang of 
Reed, and the sound of real country life. Based in Kalamazoo, Michigan, the 5-piece country 
rock band tours throughout the Midwest, Tennessee, and the occasional jaunt through the rest of 
the US of A.   But no matter how far from home the band might get, one thing is always the 
same: the music is made for the people, by the people. Whether it’s rocking and cranking the 
Fender Twin, or piercing through with perfect harmony, this band brings it for the people; that’s 
who country music belongs to; the farmer, the mechanic, the school kid, the rebel, the 
brokenhearted, and the lonely.  http://www.smalltownson.com   

On July 8th, Michiana Lighthouse Barbershop Chorus will 
take the stage.  If you enjoy the old favorite pop music, show 
tunes or patriotic music done in 4-part barbershop harmony; you 
will love this 37 member chorus directed by Gene Hanover (Br. 
Giles Hanover FSD).   The chorus received a tremendous honor 
in 2004 by representing the Pioneer District in the Small Chorus 
Contest at the world-renowned and prestigious Buckeye 
Invitational in Columbus, Ohio.    

 
On July 15th Bob’s Garage Band will perform.  After the lost of their vocalist Bev Hahn in 
September of 2008, The Art Gomperz Band, became Bob’s Garage Band without a female 
vocalist.   Although no one can replace Bev, the band continues playing its own unique blend 
of acoustic music. Coming from the early days of anything goes Elvis Bluegrass to today’s 
New Age Bluegrass, Swing Boogie and Acoustic Rock, Bob’s Garage Band continues to 
fashion a truly alternative acoustic experience.  If you enjoy Bluegrass, Swing Boogie and 
County Rock, you want to be at the park on July 15th.  http://www.artgomperz.com/ 
 

On July 22nd the Big Band Jazz sound of the Lake Effect 
Jazz Big Band will take the stage in Hartford. The heart 
and soul of the Lake Effect Jazz Big Band are music 
educators from southwest Michigan.  The essence of jazz is 
positive self-expression and without educators like those in 
the band, this American art form is in danger of fading.  
This group includes Co-Directors Tom Crowner (director 
of bands for Edwardsburg schools) and Aaron Engelman 
(director of bands for St. Joseph schools).  “Hot Jazz” and a 
beautiful evening in the park should make Hartford a great 
place to be on the 22nd of July.  www.lakeeffectjazz.org 

 
A local duo, The Bob and Frank Duo will be performing July 29th.   Bob Everhart from                  
Lawrence and Frank Simanton from Sister Lakes started playing together in 1995.   Bob plays the 
guitar, bass guitar, sings the lead vocals and writes most of the original songs they perform.  Frank 
plays the saxophone, harmonica and his vocals add a “blues” favor to their music.   They have 
recorded 5 CD’s of original music, including “Lost Heartbreak Stop”, “I Can Not Imagine”, a 
Christmas album, and last year they recorded “Straight to You” a CD of original Easter songs. Bob 
Everhart is a 1978 graduate of Hartford High School.   



On August 5th we welcome The Deep Fried Pickle Project to Hartford.  They 
pride themselves on making juggabilly music that would make Hee-Haw’s 
Grandpa Jones shade, rattle and roll over in this grave.  Founded in 2000 as a jug 
band “DFPP” now embraces other American roots music forms as well.   Hokum, 
Bluegrass, Folk, Rockabilly, Blues and Honky-Tonk tunes pepper their set list.  The recent 
musical phenomenon’s performances include hillbilly-style punk rock covers and rollicking 
original tunes.  Fans are known as “gherkins”.  Their style has been compared to “The sex Pistols 
meet the Beverly Hillbillies”.  Their music is “a snapshot of America’s Heartland”, says the 
South Bend Tribute.  Members include Alan Selvidge, Daniel Boone Daniel and “Slim” Jim 
McAllister, on instruments including the gourd, mandolin, washtub, washtub-zilla, and mouth-
harp.   Kid friendly, this group “leaves parents and kids pickled pink”. www.pickleproject.com 

August 12th will bring back one of our favorite groups, Celtic Roots.  With instruments like the 
hammered dulcimer, flutes, mandolin, harp and the bagpipes, the 
Celtic Roots will play their blend of Irish, Scottish and Renaissance 
music.  Their music is always uplifting and enchanting.  Whether 
it’s a Scottish March on the bagpipes, or a haunting melody on the 
dulcimers, their music is beautiful and very unique.  And where else 
can you hear Irish jigs and the bagpipes at one concert in your local 
park?  

On August 19th The Hartford Concerts in the Park are honored to present Los 
Bandits de Michigan. Los Bandits Music reflects the richness of Tex-Mex 
music by combining Rhythm and Blues, Gospel, Country, Rock, Norteño, and 
Tejano Music. Los Bandits have an alternative world-beat sound that appeals to 
a very diverse audience.  Los Bandits have been performing since 1991, but 
each individual member has over thirty years of musical experience.  In 1999, 
the Governor and The Hispanic Caucus of The State of Michigan honored René 
Meave and Guillermo Martinez with a special tribute, for their outstanding 
contribution to Tex-Mex music in Michigan. In 2005 a documentary on the 
band entitled, “More Than a Tex-Mex Band.” was released.  Come out to the Park on the 19th of 
August and enjoy the best Tex-Mex Band in Michigan!  http://losbanditsdemichigan.com/ 

Closing our Concerts for 2010, will be The Strudel Meisters 
German Band, from South Haven Michigan, performing August 
26th.  They have created a unique style of the old time German 
sound.  This has been achieved by careful selection of authentic 
German music and the extensive use of original arrangements 
written especially for the Strudel Meister Band.  Among the 
repertoire are traditional German folk songs, polkas, waltzes, dances 
and drinking songs.  American polkas, waltzes and popular oldies are also performed with a 
decidedly German favor.  Join us as we close the concerts year, and put on your polka dancing 
shoes!  http://www.myspace.com/strudelmeistersgermanband 
 
Hartford’s Concerts in the Park is sponsored by the generous businesses in the Hartford area and 
the City of Hartford.   Rain Location will be The American Legion Hall, 66297 Red Arrow 
Highway, Hartford.   Handicapped accessible portable restroom will be available in Ely Park. 


